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9:30 am Worship onAugust 4, 11 & 18
10:30 am Coffee & Fellowship

Sunday, August 25
Rally
Sunday
Rally Sunday
Children will meet at LCDR for a
shortened Sunday School session from
9:30—10:00 am in St. Peter’s Hall.

Worship

IN THE PARK

Everyone will then meet at City Park for
Worship at 10:15 am. Please bring
a lawn chair or a blanket to sit upon.

Potluck picnic and games will follow!
Hot dogs, chips, drinks and dinnerware
provided. Root beer floats for everyone!

Picnic
AND

Games
Webster’s Dictionary defines "rally" as:
1) "to draw together for a common purpose"
2) "a renewal of energy in joint action"
During the summer, our many activities and
vacations and events continually draw
congregation members away from each other
- especially on weekends. Summer can also
be a spiritually draining time.
Come the end of summer, we need "a renewal
of energy" when it comes to spiritual
matters.
That’s why we set aside one special day at the
end of the summer to "rally" - to "draw
together for a common purpose" seeking the
Holy Spirit’s power to "renew our energy" for
worship, for digging into God’s Word, for
praying, for serving, and for witnessing.
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Financial Snapshot for June 2019
Monthly Total Income Goal:
June Total Income:
June Expenses:
YTD through June:

Income
Expenses

Building Fund:
June Income
Monthly loan payment
Bank Balance
Remaining Loan

$31,883.34
$19,387.62
$24,586.84
$153,109.45
$180,911.46
($27,802.01)

From the Senior PastorAs I begin my fourth year as Senior Pastor of LCDR this month, I
give thanks to God for you – and for the growth in ministry that
God has led among us. Together, we have actively discerned
God’s vision for this congregation, clarified our values and
primary goals, brought on the staff needed to help accomplish
those things, and “Imagined” how our growing generosity and
ownership of ministry will help us to do what we believe God is
leading us to do.
But what next? We’re a growing congregation, in a growing
community, multigenerational and teeming with young
families and children – which is rare in South Dakota. LCDR is
blessed with capable, committed leadership and staff. If gifts
toward retirement of our building debt continue on track, we’ll
be debt free by the end of 2020 and newly “Free to Serve,”
able to grow in ministry as we’ve never before “Imagined.” In
five years, in 2024, LCDR will celebrate its 150th anniversary as
a Lutheran congregation – a milestone at which we will look
back with gratitude, and also ahead with eager anticipation, of
“What next?”
It’s a great time to be a pastor among you. I thank you for the
call to serve. I thank you for your support, your faithful
commitment, your love for one another as Christian
community, your prayers and your generosity.
I invite you as we soon begin another school year of ministry
together, to come, grow with us. To ask God how and where
you might serve – and let us know by volunteering, or saying
“Yes” when asked. And I invite you to share your vision, as God
leads you, of “What next?” together at the Lutheran Church of
Dell Rapids.
In Christ,

$3,977.75
$6,720.71
$29,140.85
$149,240.67

7.5% of Offering is given to our Synod monthly

P Jeff Sorenson
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From the Associate Pastor —
Dear Sister’s & Brother’s in Christ,
Since I last shared with you in this way, I have had a right knee
replacement. It is a miracle that God has performed through the
hands of the doctors. I never really had much pain in the knee.
Most of the pain has been in the muscles above the knee, and this
hasn’t been bad at all. The biggest struggle has been with the
stiffness caused by some swelling. The hip these muscles are
attached to continues to give the most problem.
Why did I need the knee replaced? Simply because I abused my
body through the years, and have not lived beyond the ability of
the damaged knee to carry me. God tells us that our bodies have
been given to us as a gift and that we are to care for them. It is our
selfishness, our sin, that prevents us from properly caring for our
body and so we suffer. But God in his grace, his love for us, has
even provided ways of repairing the damage that has happened.
God forgives us!
In Mark 2, they bring a man who is paralyzed to Jesus. There are so
many people listening to Jesus that they can’t get into the door, so
they go up on the roof and make a hold to lower the man down in
front of Jesus. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic,
“Son, your sins are forgiven.” When the people questions that
Jesus said this, Jesus replied, “Which is easier to say to the
paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven’ or to say, ‘Stand up and take your
mat and walk?’”
For us sinners, God is always on the side of life and health and
healing; even to the point that Jesus gave his own life on a cross
and rose victorious over all the powers of sin and death to give us
the gift of life that is eternal. So even if I had not made it through
the surgery or when my body gives out and no longer is able to
function; by my baptism and daily faith in Jesus, I will be healed
and continue to live forever with Jesus. How blessed we are when
we are one with Jesus as our Savior and Lord.
Young at Heart will meet again on Thursday, August 15 at 12:00 pm
with a potluck meal. At this time I am not sure of the program. I
have talked with Craig Kumerfield and he will be with us in either
August or September to talk about the history of Dell Rapids.
God’s Blessing,

~ Pastor Eldon

The next Young at Heart gathering is
Thursday, August 15 at 12 pm.
Potluck for those 65 year & older for
ideas, food and fellowship.

Pocket Prayer Shawls are available
to take home in the Welcome
Center. They are knitted with prayer
and peaceful thoughts. May you find
God’s warmth as you hold it in your
hand.

WELCA News—2019 is turning out to
be a great year for WELCA! Thank you
members of LCDR for your support,
including the bake sale, ice cream
social, sheets for quilting and most of all
your prayers. We received so many
sheets for quilting that the shelf is full!
Please continue to take yarn for knitting
or crocheting stocking caps and scarves
for the Two Strike Mission.
Our visit from the Brandon Lutheran
quilters in July was truly enjoyable. They
were given a tour of the chapel and
enjoyed reminiscing about worshiping in
similar churches.
August is a month of rest and a
refreshing of our mind and souls. No
WELCA activities are scheduled.
September begins with a fun time as we
make a return visit to the Brandon ladies
quilting group. Check the bulletin board
for more information.
Also in September, the Crossroads
Conference is planning a “2019 Fall
Leadership Workshop” on Tuesday,
September 17. Please see the poster
on our bulletin board for more details.
Our regular WELCA meetings will
resume in September. Have a great and
blessed rest of the summer!
- Donna Thurow
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Middle School Slip ‘n Slide Kickball
Wednesday, August 21
2:00—3:30 PM
From the Director of Youth and Worship:
WOW! What a summer we have had! Through all
the travels and events, it has been unforgettable.
Here are a few words from participants in our trips
this summer:
I had a great week at confirmation camp!
This experience helped me grow in my
faith, and I had a blast! Some of my favorite activities were kayaking, biking, sleeping in hammocks, and all of the camp
games. I enjoyed worship with my peers
instead of a church family because it was
a new experience. I am thankful for the
opportunity to go to camp this year.
-Hannah Anhalt, Nesodak Confirmation Camp
Participant
I went to pine ridge for a week and it
changed my perspective on a lot of things
in my life. It was a service trip but it was
much more, we learned about the culture
and the people there. To experience the
hope and love in all those peoples’ hearts
when they are living in the poorest place in
the country, is more than incredible. The
way we can help them is not sending
useless stuff we don’t use anymore but
actually creating awareness what they are
going through and learning the history and
what they went through.
-Zoe Mortrude, Pine Ridge Service Trip Participant
We have a few more things happening this month
before school starts so check them out! High
School is headed to Thunder Road August 7th, and
Middle School is playing slip-n-slide kickball August
21st. Thanks for a great summer LCDR!
-Hans

All youth starting 5th-8th grade are invited to join us for
some slip-n-slide kickball on Wednesday, August 21
from 2:00—3:30 pm! What’s that you ask? It’s kickball,
with pools for bases, and slip-n-slides in
between! Join for an afternoon of fun.
Sign up sheet will be on the youth
board. Youth Board soon!

HS Thunder
Road Event
Wednesday, August 7

7:30 pm – 11:30 pm
Cost: $15

All youth starting 9th-12th grade are invited to join
us for a night at Thunder Road! We will leave
LCDR by 7:30 and be back 11:30. Sign up is on
the youth board. See you there!

Fall Youth Group &
Confirmation Meetings
Wednesday, September 4
Parents and youth of each grade level are asked to come
for our annual fall meeting to talk about the upcoming
year. You will receive a letter in the mail with more
information. Here are the times for each meeting:
6th & 7th Grade (Route 67) - 6:30 pm
8th & 9th Grade (Confirmation ) - 7:15 pm
High School – 8:00 pm
*All meetings will take place in the Sanctuary. Looking
forward to seeing everyone there!
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5th GRADE OPEN HOUSE
and MILESTONE BLESSING

Aug 7

7:30 pm—11:30 pm HS Thunder Road

Aug 19

Backpack Blessing @ Both Worships

Aug 21

2:00 pm—3:30 pm MS Slip ‘n Slide Kickball

Sept 4

Fall Youth Group Meetings

Sept 9

5th Grade Open House
Milestone Blessing

Sept 11

Youth Group & Confirmation Begins!
*High 5 will begin on September 18*

Open house for 5th grade parents and youth will
be Sunday, September 8 at 9:30 AM in the
Fellowship Hall. Join us for donuts and a special
gift for the beginning of Middle School! You will
get to hear about what there is to look forward to
at LCDR now being in MS. We will also have a
milestone blessing at both worship services. High
5 will begin @ 3:30pm on Wed., September 18.

LCDR Summer 2019
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VBS thank you!
Our ROAR VBS week was a huge success! We
averaged around 140 kids every night and the
kids raised money toward the Food Pantry and
an overflowing shopping cart full of food.
There are so many people to thank…all those
who came as crew leaders…many thanks; a huge
shout out to Rich Larson and Matt Tudor for
making sure the sound system and power point
were working very smoothly all week long.
Also, thanks to Val Larsen for all her vacuuming
efforts; Maddie Kringen, Olivia Prasek and Sadie
Schmitt for helping up front with music and
other various tasks during each night; Hans and
Faithe Larson for taking over up front for me
the last two days; Brian Wilber for his role in
blowing up the elephant every night (it had a
small puncture); the Board of Education
members who served our Monday meal; Dave
and Sue Bredlow for making sure the Fellowship
Hall and tables and chairs were in tiptop shape;
Alicia Anhalt for leading the closing for the little
ones each night; Megan & Dawson Hohn and
Brian Wilber for all of their help tearing down
and cleaning up.
And last but not least my trusty sidekick, Lisa
Wilber who was so instrumental in making sure
everything went off without a hitch! We could
not have pulled this off without all of you…
THANK YOU!!
~ Darcie

Sunday, August 18

@ 9:30 am Worship

Sunday, August 25
Sunday School students will meet at
LCDR from 9:30-10 am for a shortened
Sunday School Session in St. Peter’s
Hall (lower level of the Sanctuary).
We will then meet at the City Park
10:15 am for Worship. Potluck follows with
fun and games!
Bring a lawn chair and a joyful attitude!

NEW Sunday School Teacher
Orientation will be Wed.,
August 14 at 7:30 pm.
RETURNING Sunday School
Teacher Orientation will be
Sunday, August 18 at 10:45
am.

Sunday School will officially begin on
Sunday, September 8. The Sunday School
registration form can be found on the
LCDR website under the Education tab.
Please fill out the form and return to the
church office.
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Simply Giving
Sunday School Calendar!
8/14 – Board of Education Meeting at 6:00 pm
New Sunday School Teacher orientation @
7:30 pm
8/18 – Blessing of Backpacks at Worship
Returning Teacher Orientation at
10:45 am—location TBD
8/25 – Rally Sunday /Sunday school gathering
from 9:30-10:00 am in St. Peter’s Hall
Worship at City Park at 10:15 am. Potluck
and games at the park will follow Worship
9/1 – No Sunday School

Simply Giving (electronic giving) sign up is
now available on our website at lcdr-sd.org.
To register,
1) Visit our website: lcdr-sd.org
2) Select “Simply Giving” at the top of the
webpage.
3) The next page will have a box with “Sign
In/Sign Up” in the corner. Select this link.
4) Select “Create your GivePlus account.”
You will then choose how much, how often
and to which funds you would like to give.

9/8 – First day of Sunday School
Blessing of 5th graders at both services
Open house for 5th graders 9:30-10:00am

For those who already have Simply Giving
and would like access to your profile, please
contact Keri at 428-3197 or
lcdr@siouxvalley.net.

If you are interested in teaching Sunday
school starting next fall (curriculum is
provided), we are looking for you! We have
options that can work with your schedule—
you can teach every week, alternate with
another volunteer or co-teach.

Are you interested in joining LCDR?

No experience needed – just a love for
children and a big sense of humor… because
this is one ministry that will make your
heart smile. Please contact Darcie if you
have any questions at
lcdrdarcie@siouxvalley.net

A New Member Class is planned for Sunday,
September 22 from 12:00 noon-1:30 pm,
after the second worship service. Church
Council members will help you know more
about LCDR and the ministry we do together.
You will get to know each other and
Congregational leaders. Please call the office
if you are interested in attending as we need
to know how many pizzas to order!
On Sunday, September 29 we will celebrate
as we receive you as new members of our
church.
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August Serving
Schedule
August—9:30 am
Greeters:
August 4: Sheri Holt
August 11: Kim Lueck
August 18: Kim Hubers & Family
August 25: Matt & Ashley Toennies
Powerpoint:
August 4: Matt Tudor
August 11: Scott Saxon
August 18: Faithe Larson
August 25: John Tudor
Ushers:
Jim & Marcy Anderson (Head Ushers)
Communion Servers:
August 4: Robert & Kathy Harms, Ada Jorgenson,
Solveig Hendrickson,
August 11: Jann Saxon, Steve Munk,, Linda Nelson
August 18: Carolyn Drew, Ryan Roth, Linda Nelson
August 25: Dean Hammer, Char McManus, Karen
Nielsen

From the Record Book:

80+ Birthdays:
August 8: Elaine Bokker
August 29: Patricia Nelson

Deaths:
June 19: Kevin Kuper
June 26: Lois Burkhart

Building Fund:
$155.00—In Memory of Lois Burkhart
Chapel Fund:
$150.00—In Memory of Lois Burkhart
$30.00 – In Memory of Joan Zabel
Memorial Fund:
$25.00 – In Memory of Laura Croon

SAVE THE DATE: Installation of the
Fourth Bishop of the SD Synod

Saturday, September
7, 2019 1:30 pm at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church.

For Summer Worship there is one
service at 9:30 am. Thank you for
assisting with Worship!
Crossroads WELCA
2019 Fall Leadership Workshop
We encourage not only current but
potential WELCA officers and other local
women church leaders to attend.

Church family and friends are invited
to Linda Johnson’s Open House 75th
Birthday Celebration on August 11
from 2—5 pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Where: Peace Lutheran Church
5509 W 41st Street, Sioux Falls SD
When: Tuesday, September 17, 2019
Time: 5-6 pm Light Meal Served
6-8 pm Meeting w/ Training
Questions? Contact Cheryl Lundeen at
clundeen@midco.net or 605-201-3102
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LCDR CONGREGATION COUNCIL MINUTES
May 15, 2019 (abbreviated)
Member Action:
Transfer Out – George and Roberta Gehlsen have
transferred their membership to Christ Lutheran in
Hartford.
Pastor’s Reports:
Pastor Thurow has visits up to date. He questioned if
mileage could be paid for unplanned and unscheduled
trips (eg. Family visit for a death). Council felt that that
circumstance would not be part of routine commute for
scheduled workdays and that mileage could be paid.
Motion made and carried that mileage will be paid for
travel that is unplanned or emergent and not due to
routine commute.
Pastor Sorenson reported that the youth and Sunday
school education programs for this year ended well. Will
soon begin planning for next fall education activities. He
also discussed the process of electing the new bishop at
the Synod Assembly. Had discussion about the
characteristics looked for or hoped for in new bishop.
Unfinished Business:
Busy Blessings – There will be no Daycare at LCDR. The
current Busy Blessing board rummaged their equipment.
The equipment that could be used by LCDR was donated
to the church by Busy Blessing. This included cubbies for
the classrooms, ball boxes, some children’s books,
freezer and the refrigerator. The outdoor playground
equipment was also sold to outside entity. LCDR staff is
anxious to use the area for needed spaces for youth and
Sunday school activities.
New Business:
From Council Retreat – 2020 Initiatives – Several topics
were discussed as possible Initiatives for 2020. Will
have congregational forums to discuss the Initiatives. It
was proposed that congregational forums be held to
discuss the Initiative for 2020 after the 9:30 Sunday
church services on June 30 and July 14. Approved by
consensus.

Committee Reports.
Stewardship – Bob reported that Stewardship committee
met in April. Will develop plan for this fall’s stewardship
effort. Await discussion and decision about the Initiatives
for 2020 as a guide. Amy will coordinate production of
‘Imagine testimonies’, which are 1-2 minute video
presentations to view during church that show results of
the 2019 Appeal goals for the church and stewardship.
Property committee – Gary reported that folding tables
and chairs will be purchased for the chapel meeting room.
These will be more functional, moveable, useful for
various groups and especially for this fall’s confirmation
classes. The Organ donation that was discussed at the last
month council meeting will not happen. The organ in
question is not one that was previously used at LCDR. It
was used at a church in Minnesota only. Motion made
and carried to not accept the organ donation. The flooring
project that was approved last month will occur soon and
was briefly reviewed.
Busy Blessing – LCDR will have a thank you to the Busy
Blessings board for their work and effort with the daycare.
Worship/Music – There is discussion to add communion to
the Easter Sunrise worship service in the chapel for next
year. The format change for the summer Sunday church
service teaching and preaching series was discussed and
approved by the committee.
Youth and Family – They are finishing their fund raisers.
Plans are being developed for a Summer Adventure Trip to
California in 2020. This will be in conjunction with a
church in Brookings to get enough numbers to facilitate
the bus trip.
Technology – Will be getting new computer for Keri in the
office. Will be adding an antivirus program for all
workstations. In the process of getting quotes for the
camera and security system.
Natural Church Development – Will not be active nursery,
as it was not utilized. The committee is hosting a Potluck
Brunch after 9:30 church service on May 26.
Announcements:
Next meeting will be June 19, 2019 at 7:00 PM.
Submitted. Robert Harms. Council secretary.
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LCDR CONGREGATION COUNCIL MINUTES
June 19, 2019 (abbreviated)
Pastor’s Report:
A. Pastor Eldon is recovering well from recent surgery.
Plans to return the first part of July to activities.
B. Pastor Jeff and youth director Hans took 16 kids to
confirmation camp at NeSoDak. A service project went
very well. All kids engaged well.
C. Reviewed summer preaching series. Will continue.
Positive feedback for the series from council members.
Unfinished Business:
Busy Blessing – Doing activity to close the Busy Blessing
financially and then close the non-profit business. Will
likely be accomplished in 60-90 days. Plan to patch wall
damage areas in St. Peter’s hall and paint in preparation
for fall uses of confirmation and Sunday school. Should
occur in July after VBS and before the fall activities. Will
coordinate with property committee.
Council Retreat – 2020 Initiatives – There will be
congregation forums on June 30 and July 14 to discuss and
review proposed initiatives for 2020. The list of proposed
initiatives was discussed.
New Business :
Report of 2019 Synod Assembly - Jody and Bob reported
about their recent Synod Assembly attendance. Reviewed
Bishop election process. Reported from meetings about
facility risk management and Lutheran Social Services.
Dells Booster Club Sponsorship – The church will again
renew sponsorship with the Dells Booster club for the
$200 level, which is in the 2019 budget for outreach.
Committee Reports:
Stewardship – No report. Will meet again after the 2020
Initiatives have been decided and approved by council.
Property Committee – Reviewed request for tables and
chairs for the Chapel meeting room that are more flexible
and moveable. Hope to have in place by late August to be
used for confirmation. Discussed repairs and painting
needed in St. Peter’s hall before fall youth activities and
Sunday school.
Youth and Family – Lori reported that recent fund raiser
went well. Plans being developed for Summer 2020 trip.

Technology – In process of getting cost estimate for
audio/video capability for the sanctuary. New equipment
needed as previous equipment no longer functional.
Natural Church Development – Will continue activities
with local guidance and committee.
Executive Session:
Entered executive session at 8:34 PM and declared out of
executive session at 8:38 PM.
Announcements:
The next council meeting was changed to Thursday, July
25, at 7:00 PM. Notice of change will be sent to all
council members.
Submitted. Robert Harms. Secretary.

Wellness Ministry Task Force
In response to positive feedback from our recent
Congregation Forums, a focus on Wellness Ministry
will begin at LCDR. A Task Force of members who
will help develop a vision and plan for this ministry
will begin work very soon.
Are you interested in helping? Do you have ideas
for how we can better support one another to be
well and whole spiritually, mentally/emotionally,
physically? With youth at risk? With our agriculture
community?
A sign-up sheet is on the counter at our entry. Or,
please talk to either Pastor Jeff or Pastor Eldon.

Meals that Matter

Meals that Matter is in need of the following items:
9 x 13 aluminum pans, 8 x8 aluminum pans,
and ground beef. Our next meal preparation day will
take place in September (date TBD). If you know of a
person or family that could use a meal, please
contact Marsha Symens at 428-3323.
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Coming Up at LCDR
(For a full calendar, see inside)

August 1
August 7
August 11
August 14

August 15
August 18
August 21
August 25

August 28

Communion at Orchard Hills & DNRC
Prayer Shawl
High School to Thunder Road
Linda Johnson 75th Birthday Open House
Education Cm Meeting
Council Meeting
New Sunday School Teacher Orientation
Young at Heart
Prayer Shawl
Blessing of Backpacks
Returning Sunday School Teacher Orientation
Middle School Slip ‘n Slide
Rally Sunday
Worship at the Park
Potluck Picnic & Games
Priscilla’s Circle

