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Lutheran Church of Dell Rapids
701 N. Orleans Ave.
Dell Rapids, SD 57022

The Shepherd’s Staff
Our Mission: Chosen to Serve † Sharing the Journey † Making Christ Known

December 2020
Worship:
8:30 am & 10:45 am

Sunday School:
10:00am—10:30 am

Office Hours:
Tuesday—Thursday:
8:15 am—3:15 pm
Friday: 8:15—5:00 pm

Coming Up at LCDR

Worship is posted online on
Sundays via Facebook and
YouTube. Links can be found at
lcdr-sd.org
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
Our Christmas Eve precautions
include:
1) Pre-registration required
2) Seating assigned
3) Masks required
To register for a Christmas Eve
service please visit lcdr-sd.org
and click “Sign-Up” on the
home page, or you can call or
e-mail the office at 428-3197 /
lcdr@siouxvalley.net
*All are welcome for singing
Christmas Carols around a
bonfire, outdoors in the parking lot after the brief indoors
worship, at 4:05 & 5:20 pm
(preregistration is not required
for this). Please dress warmly.

Please join us for
Advent/Christmas Worship
Sunday 11/29 “The Urgency of Hope”
Sunday 12/06 “The Certainty of Hope”
Sunday 12/13 “The Power of Hope”
Sunday 12/20 “The Gift of Hope”
Christmas Eve 12/24 “Hope is Born Among Us”

Christmas Eve Worship
•

Brief worship indoors at 3:45 and 5:00 pm
• Singing Carols around a bonfire after each
• Bring a flashlight or your cellphone light
• Pre-registration required with limited seating
• Another service added at 2:30 pm if these fill

December 6:
Celebration Sunday

May your days be bright, filled with wonder and joy, as we
await and then celebrate the light of Christ, the hope of our
salvation. May you abound in hope, as I do this Christmas
season.
In Christ,

Pastor Jeff Sorenson

No Youth Events
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No Youth Events
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Merry
Christmas!
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Newsletter
Items Due
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Christmas Eve
Worship
3:45 pm w/ caroling in the
parking lot at 4:05 pm
5:00 pm w/ caroling in the
parking lot at 5:20 pm
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3:45 pm Staff Meeting
16
3:30 pm High 5
6:15 pm Brown Bag Youth Supper
6:30 pm 6th Grade Route 67
8th Grade Confirmation
7:30 pm Council Meeting
7:45 pm HS Youth Group
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2021 Stewardship
Appeal

27
9:30 am Worship

7.5% of Offering is paid to Synod monthly

21

0.00
612.69

20
Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:30 am Worship
10:45 am Worship

Mortgage Balance:
Building Fund Excess to General:

The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 8:24-25: “For in hope we
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not
see, we wait for it with patience.” Paul closes his letter,
Romans 15:13: “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.”

14

Monthly Total Income Goal:
$28,204.17
October Total Income:
$26,934.67
October Expenses:
$37,788.85
YTD through Oct.: Income
$303,658.54
Estate Income $25,000.00
Expenses $302,676.31
$25,982.23
Building Fund:

In the Christ-child born among us, hope is born. Hope –
that our darkness will be overtaken by the light, never to
reign again.

13
Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 am Worship
10:00 am Sunday School
10:45 am Worship

Financial Snapshot for October 2020

That hope, now, arrives in what as Christians is our season of
hope, too. Not only is there light beyond this pandemic, but
in this season we celebrate that the light of Christ is born
among us, hope arriving that Bethlehem night to lighten
our darkness as well.

9
3:30 pm High 5
6:15 pm Brown Bag Youth Supper
6:30 pm 7th Grade Route 67
9th Grade Confirmation
7:45 pm HS Youth Group

2020 Council Members
Rich Larson, President
Jared Hohn, Vice-President
Bob Harms, Secretary
Lisa Wilber, Treasurer
Gary Croon, Julie Wynja, Amy Ahlers, Beverly
Rieck, Tony Siemonsma, Grant Olson,
Kurt Peppel, Lee Weidauer, Olivia Prasek

But God has blessed us with an amazing gift of human
creativity and science – and now we’re told that a vaccine is
just around the bend. There’s light at the end of this long
tunnel. That’s cause for hope!

8

Choir Director: Nancy Kelm

7

Accompanist/Organist: Rachel Pierson

6
Second Sunday of Advent
Unbound Celebration Sunday
8:30 am Worship
10:00 am Sunday School

Financial Secretary: Kristen Boyle

We’ve been “locked down” for nine months now, unable to
be close to people, unable to do the things we most enjoy,
unable to worship without extra precautions, every day at
least a slight twinge of fear that we may make a mistake that
causes us to get, or give this virus. Life has been dark, and
we’re weary of it.

3

Treasurer: Lisa Wilber

But I’m more inclined to be filled with hope!

1
2
Stewardship 11:30 am DRAMA Meeting
Calls @ 7 pm 3:30 pm High 5
6:15 pm Brown Bag Youth Supper
6:30 pm 6th Grade Route 67
8th Grade Confirmation
7:45 pm HS Youth Group

Office Administrator
Keri LeBrun
lcdr@siouxvalley.net
Youth & Family / Worship
Hans Lundquist
lcdryouth@siouxvalley.net
359-0591
Children’s Education
Darcie Kringen
lcdrdarcie@siouxvalley.net
Custodian/Maintenance: Dave Bredlow

Thu

695-0676

As daylight diminishes
and darkness grows, as
the air becomes frigid
and snow blankets the
ground, as we’re
constrained to remain
indoors more in these
months, as this pandemic lingers, some have come to call
the days that lie before us this year, “The long, dark winter.”

Wed

Associate Pastor
Eldon Thurow dethurow@aol.com

Dear people of LCDR,

Tue

Senior Administrative Pastor
Jeff Sorenson
lcdrpastor@siouxvalley.net
359-8728

From the Senior Pastor:

Mon

701 N. Orleans Ave., Dell Rapids, SD 57022
428-3197
www.lcdr-sd.org
Like Us on Facebook!

Sun

Lutheran Church of Dell Rapids

LCDR CONGREGATION COUNCIL MINUTES
November 18, 2020 (abbreviated)
Treasurer’s Report:
Lisa presented the treasurer report. Lisa is getting
information about the PPP loan forgiveness process.
After discussion, motion made and carried to approve
report.
Member action:
None currently. There was discussion of when to have
new member orientation and acceptance. Council will
discuss again in January. When the COVID incidence
lessens, will try to restart the quarterly new member
orientation and acceptance process.

Pastor’s Reports:
Pastor Eldon reports that he did two small funerals
recently and everyone wore masks and did social
distancing. He continues to make calls to maintain
contact with elderly congregation members. Pastor Jeff
reports that youth confirmation activities are
continuing. The youth are doing a good job of
wearing masks and social distancing. Pastor Jeff
reported that his father-in-law, Pastor Richard
Beckmen, died this week and his family will have
memorial activities this week.
Unfinished Business:
LCDR Constitution Revision – The final review and draft
was given to the council members, dated January 31,
2021. Recent changes were highlighted and reviewed.
The Bylaws revision and insertion as part of the
constitution were reviewed. Continuing Resolution
C13.08.A21 was presented. This is titled “Continuing
Resolution Enumerating Council Committee Duties”.
After discussion, a line was added to the Fellowship/
Outreach committee definition. The line added is ‘....and
new members, coordination with congregation’s
numerous fellowship and service groups, and
keeping......’. Motion made and carried to approve
Continuing Resolution C13.08.A21 with the above
change.
Motion made and carried to ‘Recommend that all constitution and bylaw changes be presented to the
congregation as proposed change to be adopted at the
annual congregation meeting on January 31, 2021’.
Motion made and carried to send to all congregation
members a letter to inform of the constitution changes,
explain the governance changes, and include the bylaw
changes. The letter will also explain how to get a copy of
the proposed constitution either by electronic means or a
printed copy. A copy will also be on the LCDR website.
After discussion, a consensus was to schedule to have a

congregation forum to answer questions about the proposal
on January 10, 2021, after the second service at 11:30 AM.

From the Associate Pastor—

Motion made and carried to have a copy of the
proposed constitution revision, bylaws revisions, and
continuing resolutions sent to the South Dakota synod office
for review before the congregation meeting on January 31,
2021.

“Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors’” - Luke 2:13-14

Recording equipment needs – No report currently. Still
looking at proposals to be presented later.
Building Fund – The building fund is now paid. The
remaining persons who had not switched the Simply Giving
designation were called by Jared and Grant. All will make
the change to stop contribution to the Building Fund.
Motion made and carried to authorize Lisa to close the
building fund prior to the end of this year.

Treasurer position – There have been no applications
currently. May need to do recruitment of a person to take
this position.
New Business:
The nominating committee will be Bob Harms, Lisa Wilber,
Gary Croon, Rich Larson, Julie Wynja, Darin Nagelhout, Lori
Morris, and Jody Stone. Preliminary discussion about the
officer and council positions was done and the nomination
committee will determine a slate for the annual meeting on
January 31, 2021. Lisa volunteered to organize the
nominating committee meeting.
Committee Reports
Stewardship – The Statement of Intent forms will be
received on Sunday November 22 and November 29. Calls
will be made to members who have not returned the form
on the evening of December 1. All council members will be
invited to help make the calls.
Property Committee – The snow removal contract with BX
was reviewed and approved. Snow removal from the east
steps of the chapel was added to the contract. The ash tree
in the boulevard on the south of the church property is
scheduled to be removed by the city soon. There will be no
fee for this tree removal.
Worship – Lee reported that there will be two Christmas Eve
services planned. The services will be at 3:30 and 5:00 PM.
Congregation members will be asked to sign up prior to
services to reserve a seating place that provides for social
distancing. Each service will last about 20 minutes and will
be followed immediately by a caroling sing and bonfire in
the parking lot. There will also be on-line Christmas Eve
service available.
Announcements
Next Council Meeting is December 16, 2020 at 7:30 PM.
Stewardship Phone calls: December 1 at 7 PM
Submitted. Robert Harms. Congregation Council secretary.

From the Record Book:
Funerals:
Oct. 29: Betty Tiesen
Nov. 14: Delores Nebben

This is the message of God to the shepherds the night Jesus was
born. God favored those shepherds and God favors you and me
today. For in baptism God marked us as one of God’s own
redeemed children.
Even in the midst of the struggles that we face with the pandemic
and the political divide that has developed in our nation, there is
peace. This peace came to us that night in Bethlehem. Jesus is this
peace. This peace is not just a physical peace, but a spiritual peace.
A peace that is ours when we take the focus off our self and place it
on Jesus. This peace is ours when we live Christ like lives.
What is a Christ like life? I have been using a book by Joyce Rupp,
who spoke at Augustana University a couple of years ago, for my
devotions. Her book is entitled, “Boundless Compassion.” This is
who Jesus was and is. He is our God’s Grace, God’s boundless
compassion that became human like us and lived among us.
Compassion was the very nature of Jesus. The word compassion is
used in relationship to the actions of Jesus, at least 14 times in the
gospels.
Joyce Rupp says that being compassionate involves three things.
Awareness, Attitude, and Action. God was aware of our sinfulness,
our having turned away from God’s guidance and direction, to
think we can handle life all by our self. This pandemic is evidence
that we can’t. God had an attitude of love for us, even when our
backs were turned to God, so God did something to help us. Jesus
was born, to set an example of compassion for us in our
relationship with all people. Then he gave his life on a cross to pay
the price for all of our sin, but death could not hold Jesus and he
rose victorious over all the power of sin and death, not for himself,
but for you and me. He acted in love for us. This is the ultimate
example of compassion.
For there to be peace on earth, which I believe most all of us want,
we need to be like Jesus. We need to be aware of the needs of all
other people, who may be from a different background then we
are, care about them and then reach out in love to help them. This
is what Christmas is all about. It is our being the body of Christ
present here in the world today, reaching out in love, just as God
has first reached out to us in love.
Donna and I desire for you to have a blessed Christmas!
~Pastor

Eldon

Dear LCDR—
Thank you for your gift of $150.00 for
the Rosebud families. We are
purchasing small fleece blankets,
mittens and caps for the children. My
Mission Committee at Trinity Lutheran
in Rapid City is assisting me in
delivering these to the families. They
travel to Rosebud every 2 weeks to
work at the Ambulance service at
Rosebud Hospital and friends there
help us in getting them to our families.
Your gift is gratefully received.
- Dorothy Peterson

Congregation
Treasurer Position

The position of Congregation
Treasurer at LCDR will be open in
January 2021. This is a salaried
part-time position. The person also
serves as an elected member of our
Church Council (so must be an
LCDR member). If you are interested
in serving in this leadership role,
please talk to Pastor Jeff Sorenson
for a job description and details on
how to apply.

Youth
Christmas
Ornament
Making

12/2 3:30 pm High 5
6:15 pm Youth Brown Bag Supper
6:30 pm 6th Grade Route 67
8th Grade Confirmation
7:30 pm HS Youth Group

12/9

3:30 pm High 5
6:15 pm Youth Brown Bag Supper
6:30 pm 7th Grade Route 67
9th Grade Confirmation
7:30 pm HS Youth Group

Saturday, December 12
Join us for an hour making Christmas ornaments,
listening to Christmas music, and a devotion on the Hope
of Advent!
5th Grade — 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm
6th Grade —1:30 pm to 2:30 PM
7th Grade— 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm
8th Grade—4:30 pm to 5:30 pm
High School—6:30 pm to 8:00 pm

12/12 Youth Christmas Ornament Making
12/16 3:30 pm High 5
6:15 pm Youth Brown Bag Supper
6:30 pm 6th Grade Route 67
8th Grade Confirmation
7:30 pm HS Youth Group

12/23 CHRISTMAS BREAK—NO EVENTS
12/25 Merry Christmas! Christ is born!
12/30 CHRISTMAS BREAK—NO EVENTS

From the Sunday School Director:

12/6

Sunday School

12/13 Sunday School
12/20 NO Sunday School
12/25 MERRY CHRISTMAS!

12/27 NO Sunday School

Joy to the World, the Lord is come! As I’m writing this, I’m listening to
Christmas music (and it’s not even Thanksgiving yet), but I LOVE Christmas
music! This year we aren’t able to put on our traditional Sunday school
Christmas program, the songs that the kids love to sing, belting out “Joy to
the World” or “Go Tell it On The Mountain”…it just makes my heart smile
thinking of the years past. As we eagerly wait for next year and things to
be back to normal, it makes me think of the people looking forward to the
arrival of the promised Savior all those years ago. I wonder how they
thought his arrival would happen, something like a blockbuster movie,
when in fact God chose a very different story line, something oh so humble.
What an incredible God we have. Let’s celebrate the birthday of our Savior
in a way that God would look on us with a big smile. Merry Christmas and
Happy Birthday Jesus!
~Darcie

Cookie Walk – Cancelled This Year
The youth committee and I are sad to say that,
unfortunately due to COVID, we will not be doing the
cookie walk this year. We thank you all for your continued
support of our youth programming!

Peace be with you all!
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it.” (John 1:5). This verse from the
opening of the Gospel of John was the inspiration for
Dakota Road’s song “Light in the Darkness” we will be
singing in worship throughout this advent season.
Advent is a season of hope and expectation. The
expectation of a Messiah who will come to save God’s
people, and the Hope of a world, and self, made new.
It would seem that this advent is truly happening in a
“new” world, although one we didn’t expect would be
the case. In the midst of a world filled with so much
uncertainty and darkness looming, how do we
celebrate and remain filled with Hope? This verse from
John tells a concise story of hope. The light that Christ
is: a beacon in the midst of the darkness. Dakota Road
sings, in a verse, “As our lives are turning, and our
hearts are yearning, through the days of hurting, deep

in the night still the flame burns bright.” As we
ourselves turn, and yearn, and hurt, the source of our
hope is not extinguished. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. This is
the assurance. That the darkness did not, past tense,
overcome the light, and thus the light continues to
shine, and will forever. Another hymn that comes to my
mind is “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus.” The lyrics go,
“Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful
face, and the things of Earth will grow strangely dim in
the light of his glory and grace.” Turn your eyes to the
light that will never darken, and be reminded of the
words of Paul in Romans 8:38-39, “For I am convinced
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” - Hans

