
 

 

Congratulations to our 2026 Confirmands! 

Back Row: Haiden Kaffar, Youth Director John Pollmann, Elijiah Pavlis, Camden Jones, Jase BeBout, Kason 
Lebahn, Gavin Lebahn, Hudson Toennies, Tristan Smith, Cooper Lanning, Blake Lebahn, Pastor Willie 
Rosin 
Front Row: Pastor Sue Grinde, Lucas Peppel, Miles Pollmann, Easton Davis, Liam Zellmer, Isaac Ryks, 
Teagyn Burggraff, Aspen Zweifel, Olivia Moke, Londyn Pederson, Kendal Mergen, Makenna Wilber 

The Shepherd’s  Staff 
Chosen to Serve †  Sharing the Journey  †  Making Christ Known       October 2026   



 

 

 From the Senior Pastor:  
As we finally roll into what feels like fall weather this week, I am reminded that fall ushers in (pun intended) 
the beginning of the traditional church stewardship season.  While “stewardship season” is usually code for 
“pledge or financial commitment so the church can budget for next year season,” that’s not my first thought 
as I type here in my office this cool and breezy morning – I will likely get into that topic next month as we 
launch our annual stewardship appeal.  
On my mind today is the definition of this word, “stewardship”.  While often used to avoid talking directly 
about money, it includes so much more than money.  We encounter the concept first in Genesis 1, when the 
first humans were charged with both multiplying and filling the earth AND caring for all that God has 
created.  One of our common offering prayers goes like this: “Merciful Father, we offer with joy and 
thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time, and our possessions – signs of your gracious 
love.  Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.” (LBW p. 67)  
Stewardship is the act of caring for all that God has provided for us. 
Included in this prayer are the three pillars of stewardship – our selves, our time, and our possessions.  Two 
of those three include using the gifts and talents that God has given us – our selves and our time.  As I look 
at the big picture of ministry here at LCDR, these two aspects of stewardship are critical for the ministry that 
God provides through LCDR for you and for the community – your selves and your time.   
Consider this letter the beginning of the fall stewardship appeal which has nothing to do with money, but 
rather your selves and your time.  As a smart person once told me, “Some people have time and talents that 
they can give and may not be able to provide a lot of financial support.  Others may have the financial 
resources to give a lot of money, but do not have a lot of time to offer in volunteering.”  And some of you, 
thankfully, are able to participate in all three aspects – your selves, your time, and your possessions.   
The ministry of LCDR needs the many and various ways that you are able to act as good stewards of all that 
God has provided you.  We have many opportunities for service that help build up the body of Christ and 
serve your neighbors.  In worship, we need scripture readers, communion servers, altar guild members, and 
ushers.  All of these people help make worship run smoothly and share the leadership of worship.  We can 
always put to good use those whose gifts lean toward teaching as the faith formation programs at LCDR 
continue to grow.  Sunday school teachers, High Five! teen and adult leaders, Route 67 adult leaders, and 
Confirmation small group leaders are all needed to make these programs happen.  If you would like to help 
with any of these, please contact Darcie Kringen for Sunday School, John Pollmann for High Five! and Route 
67, and myself for confirmation.   
God’s ministry here at LCDR needs you!  If you’ve never ushered or read scripture in worship or helped with 
communion, we will be happy to help you learn!  Even if you do not have kids in the faith formation 
programs, we would love to have you help fulfill the congregation’s baptismal promises of helping our 
children grow up immersed in the Christian faith.   
As one of my favorite Dakota Road songs says, “Everybody has something offer, the young and old, the 
prince and the pauper.”  In this season of 
stewardship, in what ways are you called and 
equipped to help with God’s ministry through LCDR 
as you care for the gifts God has given you in Holy 
Baptism and respond to God’s love for you in Jesus 
Christ? 
 
Peace in Christ, 
 
Pastor Willie Rosin 



 

 

From the Seniors & Intergenerational Minister: 

 
“Gifts” 

There’s a saying that goes “It takes a village to raise up a child”.  It 
takes many of us to raise someone else’s child.  We all play an 
important part in a child’s upbringing.  There are parents, 
grandparents, uncle aunts, neighbors, friends, teachers, coaches, 
pastors, and church family.   We are all part of a body that functions 
to serve.   
 
To be a part of a body is that each part plays an important part.  
There is the foot, the hand, the ear, the eye, and the nose.  The foot 
is to walk, the hand to hold, touch, the ear to hear, the eye to see, 
and the nose to smell. 
 
Each one has a function, ability, and talent to be used to serve.   

We often refer to the church as the body of Christ.  We each have 
gifts and abilities to function in ways that will glorify God.  Each of 
us has a part to play.  We don’t have the same talents but the ones 
we do have can be put to use. 
 
Our church has many opportunities in which you can use you gifts 
and abilities to glorify God.  Each week we are seeking ushers, 
readers, and communion assistants.  If you feel that is not 
something you want to do, we have our Wednesday programming 
which involves youth from 5th grade thru 9th grade.   
 
Should you wish to help the church in other ways please see one of 
our pastors or staff and discuss possibilities.    
 
It takes all of us to make the body of Christ, the church be what it is 
today.  What gifts can you offer. 
 
There’s a children’s song entitled “What can I give Him”.  “What 
can I give Him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a 
lamb; if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; this I can I give 
Him: give Him my heart.” 
It teaches that the greatest gift to Jesus is your heart, 
 
We all have gifts to offer and let it begin with us. 

 

Peace, 
Pastor Sue 
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October 7   

 3:30 pm High 5!-Making Apple Cider 

 5:30 pm Simple Supper 

 6:15 pm Route 67 

      Confirmation 
October 14  Wreath Sales End  

 3:30 pm High 5! 

 5:30 pm Simple Supper 

 6:15 pm Route 67 and Confirmation 
October 21 Youth Activities 

 3:30 pm High 5!-Pumpkin Decorating 

 5:30 pm Simple Supper 

 6:15 pm Route 67 / No Confirmation 
October 28 Youth Activities 

 3:30 pm High 5! 

 5:30 pm Simple Supper 

 6:15 pm Route 67 and Confirmation 
October 29 Youth Activities 

 3:30 pm High 5! 

 5:30 pm Simple Supper 

 6:15 pm Route 67 and Confirmation 
October 31 Trunk or Treat 

 4 - 6:00 pm Trunk or Treat in Parking Lot 
If you have any questions, please contact John 

at 605-370-8092 • johnpollmann@lcdr-sd.org 

From the Youth & Worship Leader:  
 
We are off and running at LCDR with another year 
of youth group activities! It has been fun to meet 
new kids and re-connect with those who have been 
active in the program. We are seeing around 8-10 
youth at High 5 and close to 40 at Route 67. Our 
high school Impact group, which meets during the 
lunch hour on Wednesdays at DRHS, has over 20 
youth involved!  
Please look at the newsletter for details on 
upcoming youth events. Here are a few that should 
be on your radar:  
Wednesday, October 7 – High 5 will be making 
apple cider from scratch! 3:30-5:30p  
 
Wednesday, October 21 – Pumpkin decorating 
during High 5! 3:30-5:30p  
 
Sunday, October 25 – Vote for your favorite 
pumpkin at church!  
 
Saturday, October 31 – Trunk or Treat! – 4-6p in the 
LCDR Parking Lot  
 
In addition, throughout the month of October, LCDR 
youth will be selling Christmas Wreaths as a 
fundraiser for Confirmation Camp and the ELCA 
National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis next 
summer. Please consider purchasing your 
Christmas wreath from one of our kids! Expected 
delivery date is November 20.  
Thank you for your continued support of our LCDR 
youth.  
 
John    

Trunk or Treat 
Saturday, October 31 

4:00 - 6:00 pm 
Kick-off your Halloween fun with our annual 
Trunk or Treat event in the LCDR parking lot. 
Join us for treats, s’mores and a campfire 
from 4:00 - 6:00 pm. We are always looking 
for more people to decorate their vehicle and 
pass out candy, too! Sign up in the One 
Church App! 



 

 

General Fund Financial Snapshot 
August 2026 

Monthly Total Income Goal:                $39,499.99 
August Total Regular Income:          $33,524.00 
August Expenses:                             $35,492.01 
 
YTD through August:  
     General Fund Income                     $299,675.07 
     General Fund Expenses                 $323,038.25 
                                                                -23,363.18 

7.5% of Offering is paid to Synod monthly   

Donations Needed 
 

The LCDR Youth Ministry is 
welcoming donations of paper plates, 
plastic silverware, cups & napkins to 
help cover the needs of our Simple Suppers held each 
Wednesday throughout the school year.  Donations 
may be left in the church office with Arrielle. Your 
donation will help the youth program save money to 
be used toward youth activities throughout the year. 

 

 
County Fair Gift Cards 

 

County Fair gift cards are available in 

increments of $25, $50 and $100 to 

purchase in our church office. Our youth 

ministry receives 5% back! A great way to 

support LCDR Youth Ministry at no cost to 

you.  

"Shawls ... made for centuries universal and embracing, 

symbolic of an inclusive, unconditionally loving, God. 
They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, give solace, mother, 

hug, shelter and beautify. Those who have received these 
shawls have been uplifted and affirmed, as if given wings 

to fly above their troubles..."  
~Janet Severi Bristow 

If you, a family member or friend would like a 
Prayer Shawl, please feel free to take one from the 

rack in the church entry.  

 

 

 

November 1:  

Kickoff  Sunday  
  

November 8 & 15:  
Commitment Sundays  

Please be on the lookout for this months mailings, 
temple talks, and encouragement from our 
congregation leaders regarding the upcoming 2027 
Stewardship Appeal.  We ask for your prayerful 
consideration of how you will continue to support the 
faith legacy of LCDR in 2027. 

Our most popular fundraiser is back! During 
the month October, LCDR youth will be 
selling Christmas wreaths to help raise 
funds for LCDR youth ministry . The 
fundraiser ends on October 14th.  Please 
make checks payable to LCDR Youth.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 4 Camp Sunday 

        8:30 am Nursery Bibles/N-K Sing 

        9:30 am Sunday School 

   Nursery Bible Activities 
October 11 

 9:30 am Sunday School 
October 18 

        9:30 am Sunday School 
October 25 

         8:30 am Grades 1-5 Sing 

         9:30 am Sunday School/Goodies with 

                        Grandparents 
November 1 

         9:30 am Sunday School 

Sunday, August 27 

9:30 am 

Dell Rapids City Park 

Presentation of Nursery Bibles 

 
 
 

Nursery (3 year olds) will receive 
their Story Bibles on Sunday, 
October 4 at the 8:30 am service. 
Nursery-Kindergarten will also be 
singing at that worship service. 
Between services, Nursery 

students & their families will do Bible activities 
in the Fellowship Hall.  

From the Director of  Sunday School:  
 
October is here!  I love this time of year, the crispness 
in the air, sweater weather!  Now I am digging out the 
jackets and getting the coats and hats and mittens 
ready.  Man, I don’t miss reminding the kids, 
repeatedly, to bring something warm to wear to 
school.  Speaking of kids, if you didn’t catch the recent 
Facebook post on our site about children in church, I 
would highly recommend going and reading it.  It is 
spot on, on so many levels.  I’ve got to tell you, and 
some of you may know (or witnessed), but Sundays 
were the most stressful day of the week for me as a 
mom.  I brought the kids to church every Sunday, they 
were not the kids who sat quietly and acting loving to 
their siblings…nope, not my kids.  Now there were 
some Sundays, they were good, but not many.  I tried 
everything, the snacks, the coloring and activity books, 
the toys…we even had the busy bags in church (that 
they would look for the certain ones that had the loud 
toys in them).  However, there was one Sunday when I 
was just about ready to break down right in the pew, 
and during offering, a long-time member (mom) came 
up to me and gave me a big hug and said, “we’ve all 
been there, it’s okay”.  That had such a HUGE impact on 
me.  God put her there right at that perfect time to get 
me through.  So, parents, if you’re dealing with similar 
situations, remember, we’ve all been there, and it’s 
okay!  (And I do miss having my kids in the pew with 
me now.)  Have a wonderful and blessed October!  

~Darcie 

If you signed up to bring snacks for our 
Sunday school classes, they can be dropped 
off any time during the week or dropped off in 

Darcie’s office on Sunday.    
The chairs in St. Peter’s Hall need to be put away each week. 
No sign-up is required—just arrive around 10:10 to help.     
Thank you!  



 

 

Sunday, August 27  at 9:30 am at the Park  

Christ in Our Home is a quarterly 
devotional that encourages readers 
to live out their faith daily. Each 
reflective reading is accompanied by 
a daily  scripture reference and 
prayer for the day that follows the 
Revised Common Lectionary.  
 

This resource is available to pick up in the  
Church Entrance. 

From the Record Books 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gather Bible Study 

Wednesday, October 23  

3:30 pm at Dells Nursing & 

Rehab Center 

 

The Bible Study this month will be at DNRC. The 

study will be from the Fall 2026 Gather Magazine. 

All are welcome. 

No preparation necessary. Just come.  

Designated to Memorial Fund:                       
$66 in Memory of Connie Earley 

80+ Birthday 

October 11-Diana Heyer 
October 24-Delores Shefte 
October 24-Linda Bunkers 

 
 
 

 Live Worship posted for 8:30 am 
Worship services at LCDR 

 Follow LCDR on Facebook  
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel 

 Find current activities and worship         
      materials on our website at lcdr-sd.org 

 Download the One Church App 
 

Visit our website, lcdr-sd.org, to find links 

to videos, apps, and more! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Young at Heart 
 Sunday, October 18 @ 12 pm 

 Young at Heart will gather together in the 
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, October 18 at 12pm for 

a potluck lunch. 
Young at Heart is for anyone of any age who would 

like to gather for ideas, food, and fellowship.  

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who 

volunteered to deliver Meals on 

Wheels & the Back Pack Program! 

These volunteer based programs would 

not be possible without you! 

 
 
 

Interested in Helping Fight Food Insecurity? 
Right Here in Dell Rapids? 

The Storehouse Food Pantry is looking for volunteers to 
help run its distribution center. Only 3-4 people are 
needed per week (Wednesdays from 4:30-6:00 pm) at 
the Pantry located on the lower level of the Dell Rapids 
Professional Building on Main Street. The Pantry Team 
includes several giving members of the Dells 
community and area churches, so volunteers do not 
have to work every week. 
 
Monthly schedules are flexible and developed 3-4 
weeks in advance. The Pantry schedule can fit your 
schedule! 
This might be just what you're looking for as an 
opportunity to give back in an area where there is a 
real —and often hidden need. Interested?  
  

Call or Text Nancy Schmidt, scheduler, at  
(816) 516-3392.  

Online Giving Made Easy! 

Giving with Venmo 

You can now use Venmo for your 

online giving. Just scan the QR 

code to give! Please be sure to put 

designation in the “memo” line.  

One Church Giving 

Log in to our new One Church app 

to set up your giving. If you prefer 

to sign up online, visit 

lcdr.onechurchsoftware.com.  



 

 

  
October Altar Committee: 
Sue Bredlow, Bev Rieck, 
Carmen Rogen, Jeanine 

Schnieders, Diane Wirkus 
 

If you would like to become more involved 
with our preparation for worship, then you 
should consider becoming part of the Altar 
Guild! This mission serves our entire 
congregation. Our work is meaningful and 
very rewarding.  
If you are interested or have any questions, 

please contact Sue Bredlow at  
605-321-1185.  

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF DELL RAPIDS 
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 
 
Attending: Zach Rogen, Dane Stone, Kathleen Bongers, Sue 
Bredlow, Bob Harms, Steve Munk, Regan Small, Lisa Wilber, Scott 
Zellmer, Jackson Peppel, Pastor Willie Rosin, Pastor Sue Grinde  
 
Call to Order: President Zach called the meeting to order at 7:02 
p.m 
 
Opening Devotions: Pastor Willie led devotions with a selection 
from Luther’s Daily Devotions regarding scripture about how the 
last will be first and the first will be last.  
 
Adoption of Agenda: It was discussed that the council only 
business will be done after the meeting rather than as part of the 
meeting. Steve made a motion to adopt the amended agenda; 
seconded by Dane.  All members voting yes; motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda: All reports have previously been made available 
to members. Bob made a motion to approve the consent agenda 
(committee reports and August minutes) seconded by Lisa. All 
members voting yes; motion carried.  
 
Committee Reports:  Education - The committee reviewed 
Sunday school class sizes, everything is going well. The group 
reviewed Rally Day and made a note next year to have 3-4 
people to get the grill down to the park. Upcoming events are 
confirmation reception, Pastor Appreciation, Goodies with 
Grandparents, and Christmas decorations. We need to start 
thinking of people to join the committee as we will need three 
new members.  Property - Plans are coming together to pour 
cement for the bike rack and the current garbage bins or for a 
potential dumpster bin if needed in the future. We have received 
a bid to stripe and seal the parking lot and deal with some issues. 
Landscaping maintenance has involved hand pulling and treating 
for weed control in the landscaping, side walk and parking lot 
cracks. Tree trimming will be done in the near future. J & P 
Roofing was contacted about some water leaks. They went over 
a plan for a fix which was implemented by church members. We 
have had no more leaks, even after a heavy rain. For liability 
reasons, we are working on signs to be posted at the entry points 
of the parking lot. A bid to rekey the doors has been received. 
The Safe and Secure security company reviewed the program we 
have and we are able to maintain the entrance notice part of the 
program at no cost. The committee is obtaining bids from fire 
extinguisher inspection companies. A new door scraper was 
installed on the bottom of the west main church entrance door. 
The Adam L. Thompson Foundation has been contacted to see if 
they are willing to work with us in replacing our current AED unit. 
They are in the process of doing so but many of the supplier 
products are on backorder. All the floor coverings (carpet and 
vinyl tile) in the lower level and the south stair well step covering 
have been installed. There are some issues with the wall trim and 
we have been assured that the process to address the issue is in 
place but it will take time to complete before the project can be 
completed. The drop ceiling has been completed. The donated 
2x4 foot light fixtures have been picked up for installation. The 
installation will be done by church members. All the ceilings in 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your help is vital in our services running 
smoothly. If you have ANY questions please do 
not hesitate to ask! Our goal is to equip everyone 
with the information they need to make assisting 
in Worship enjoyable and simple.  
We have made signing up to volunteer for these 
services even easier by using One Church. There 
are volunteer opportunities open from now until 
May 2027 in the app and online. 
 
 

 Ushers   

 Scripture Reader 

 Communion Servers    
 
 

Thank you to all of our volunteers sharing their 
time and talents on Sunday mornings! 

 

SIGN UP in the One Church App/Website 
or contact Arrielle at 605-428-3197 

  



 

 

the lower level have been painted and all furnishings for Sunday 
School or items for storage have been moved into the rooms in 
time for the start of Sunday School. Painting will now move to the 
upper level. Bids for the sound boards to be used on the ceilings 
in the Fellowship Hall (to cover the old AC unit hole after painting 
has been completed) have been received. Stewardship - No 
report at this time. Worship - Praise band and choir are again 
practicing and are planning their schedules. There was one 
service on Labor Day weekend. The funeral for Sidney Sheggeby 
was on the 12th. Confirmation was held on the 13th. We are back 
to our normal two services on Sundays. The Symens/Baker 
wedding is on the 26th. Third graders will be receiving bibles on 
the 27th. On October 4th, nursery students will receive bibles and 
the nursery through kindergarten will be singing. October 25th is 
Reformation Sunday and also Pastor Appreciation Sunday and the 
first through fifth graders will sing. Youth/Family Ministry, 
Fellowship/Community Outreach, Technology - No reports at 
this time.  
 
Member Actions: Baptism of Luly, Alexa, Enry and Kenzly Evans. 
Affirmation of Baptism/confirmation by Jason BeBout, Teagyn 
Burggraff, Easton Davis, Camden Jones, Haiden Kaffar, Cooper 
Lanning, Blake Lebahn, Gavin Lebahn, Kason Lebahn, Kendal 
Mergen, Olivia Moke, Elijah Pavlis, Londyn Pederson, Lucas 
Peppel, Miles Pollmann, Isaac Ryks, Tristan Smith, Hudson 
Toennies, Makenna Wilber, Liam Zellmer, and Aspen Zweifel. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Dane reviewed the treasurer’s report. There 
are a few pending bills. Along with thankofferings we had rental 
income from the special election. There have been some 
maintenance issues.  There were some questions and discussion. 
Lisa made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report; seconded 
by Sue.  All members voting yes; motion carried.  
 
Pastors’ Report: Pastor Willie reported that fall programming is 
working well.  Stewardship plans are coming along with a theme 
of “Building on Faith, Growing in Fellowship”.  Rally  Day was 
fantastic. Confirmation was excellent. Many thanks to John and 
Arrielle.  He explained  the new web based phone system that is 
being installed. Arrielle has been working with Workplace IT on 
this. There will be one base unit with two lines, one of which 
would connect with Pastor Willie’s cell phone. If someone calls 
the office and there is no one at the office to answer, it will 
transfer to Pastor Willie’s cell phone. Looking ahead to budget 
planning, he suggested that Arrielle’s hours be increased to 40 
hours per week. She has been working extra hours and trying to 
comp them out. She has had a lot of duties added and to try and 
complete everything within 32 hours a week is unrealistic. 
Ministry continues and there is another wedding coming up. 
Pastor Willie attended the Fall Theological conference in Custer. 
He plans to attend the pastor’s luncheon with the Moth Radio 
Hour. His calendar is busy for the next month. We got two quotes 
for church insurance with equal coverage and we are going with 
Church Mutual due to a better price.  
 
Pastor Sue reported that Young at Heart will have a potluck on 
Sunday.  Bible study will be done at the nursing home. Worship 
there will be on the 29th. She is assisting as a group leader for 
confirmation  She has continuing education from  October 9 to 
12.  Home and hospital visits continue. She really enjoys the 
connections between school and church with the youth. She is 

planning something similar to “surviving the holidays” for 
December 6. This will be not only for those who were involved in 
grief share but for anyone who would like to participate.  She 
really liked being part of the confirmation service.   
 
New Business:  
 
Ceiling and Flooring Appeal - Steve spoke about putting a cement 
pad outside the northeast door for garbage bins and a bike rack. 
We have a bid for that of $2,200.00 plus tax. The current 
situation with the garbage bins is dangerous due to deteriorating 
wood. The cement pad would have a different placement from 
the current garbage area. Would this project be tied in with the 
stewardship appeal? The appeal is for the asbestos renovation 
but also building/campus maintenance. The current handicap 
spots would be moved closer to the main door. We also have a 
parking lot bid to seal coat, do new striping, dig out cracks and re 
fill, sunken area repaired and repaving for $14,418.28. Pastor 
Willie made a motion to approve the Level Perfect concrete bid 
of $2,200 plus tax using funds from the Building on Faith 
stewardship appeal. He then amended the motion that the 
amount not exceed $2,300.00.  Motion was seconded by Jackson.  
All members voting yes; motion carried. The parking lot issue will 
be tabled in order to gather more information. There was 
discussion about the stewardship appeal. Bob reviewed the 
stewardship appeal and the pamphlets and logo that they are 
currently considering. Examples were provided to council 
members. The idea is to have lots of people contributing with 
reasonable amounts and spread it out over two payments. . 
Council members checked it out. Ideas were discussed.  
HVAC Program Controls Update/Howe bid - Howe P& H could 
reprogram the system controls over 5 years to a commercial 
version of wifi indoor thermostat. The first section to do would 
be the offices and entryway. The existing control unit would be 
disposed of  and new thermostat installed.   Equipment would 
run to around $1900. This would be the first step to separate 
from the Trane control system. This project would likely be 
pushed off to next year.  
 
Executive Session: There was no executive session.  
 
Announcements: Next meeting date: October 21, 2026 at 7 p.m. 
      Committee reports are due by noon on 
                                    Monday October 19 
 
Adjournment: Jackson made a motion to adjourn; seconded by 
Dane. All members voting yes; motion carried.  The meeting 
adjourned at 8:42 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Submitted by: Kathleen Bongers 
  Church Council Secretary 
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